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'codify'
marriage
Legislation inworks
to deny right to gays
By Laurence McQuillan
USATODAY

WASHINGTON - President Bush said Wednesday
thatmarriage should bebetweena manandwoman,
andthatWhite House lawyers werelooking at legisla
tion that ineffect would deny gaymen and lesbians
the ri^t tomarry

ButBushalsocalled on Americans to be tolerant It
is very important forour so
cietyto respecteachindivid-
uaJ, to welcome those with
goodhearts,tobea welcom-
ing country," he said in re- f.
sponding toa numberoftop-
ics duringhis firstsolo news
conference since March, be-
fore the start of the Iraq war. v

Even so. the president said
that did not mean he had to
accept gay marriage. "I be-
lieve in me sanctity ofmar- AWettv.m«e,
riage," Bush said. "1 beEeve a Bushon ...
marriage is between a man
anda woman, andIthinkwe Uraniim intdii-
ouAttoco^thatoneway
ortheomer. for everything Js^.

A senior White House om- ofcourse....
cialsaid the president meant ianalrad a thor-.
that the administration was ou^bodyofin- v
considering supporting a te%nce-roo4
GOP proposal to amend the S'
Constitution to Umit mar- gJom?tothecoi^V
nage to a man and a woman. clusionthatitwas '

Bush's comments follow necessary ore- '
advances in the courts for moveSaadam
gay rifi;hts and_some_receDt _[.sejn froiTU)ower!

polls that show public sup
port fbrsame-sexunions has
waned. His wordsgenerated
swift reactioa

"We are very disappointed
thatthepresident is trying to
further codilydiscrimination
againstgaysand lesbiansinto
law." said Wirmie Stachel-
berg. political directorof the
Human Rights Campaign, the
nation's larnst lesbian and
gaypolitical organizatioa

"Marriage should be be
tween a man and woman.
President Bush has the cour
age to say it," said Roberta
Combs, head of the Christian
Coalition ofAmerica.

Last month, the Supreme
Court threw out a Texas ban
on consensual gay sex, and
Canada's highestcourt ruled
Ontario could allow same-
sex marriages, a decision
that generated much discus
sion in the United States.

In a USA TODAY/CNN/Gal-
lup Poll this week, 57% op
posed same-sexcivil unions,
the most since the question
was first asked in 2000. Civil
unions give same-sex part
ners legal rights but don't
constitute marriage. Forty
oercent supported such

Saddam: "I don't
know how dose ••
we are to getting .
Saddam Hussein.
You know - it's .
closer thanwe ]
wereyesterday, I ,
guess.All Iknow is
we're on the hunt." «

IraqudtheMd- "
die Ease "A free
Iraq is important.
Irt got strategic
consequences for
notonly achieving
peace inthe Mid
dle East, but a free
Iraq vflll help
change thehabits
ofotner nations in
the region,which '
will make America
much more se
cure."

Jobs: "Mostecono-.
mists believe that
over the next 18
months, we'll see
positiveeconomic •
growth.... I'm
optimisticabout
the future, and I , .
believe you'll see .
morejobscreated, .
and thafSgoingto
be good fbrthe
country."

• Excerpts and
analysis.8Apercent sup^rted such analysis. 8A

unions. Also, 50% favored an •
amendment, and 45% op-
)Osed. Administration officials said no decision was
ikety to be made on whether the president would
back an amendment until legal challenges are re
solved in NewJerseyand Massachusetts, where gays
have sued for the right to marry

Patrick Guerriero,executive director of LogCabin
Republicans, the nation's largest gay RepubHcan or
ganization, said the 1996 Defense of Marriage Act
signed byPresident Clinton already limiK mamage to
men and women. The act allowed states to ignore
same-sex unions licensed elsewhere.

Bush was also asked about his view toward gays.
"I am mindful that we're all sinners, and I caution

thosewhomay trytotake thespeck outofthenei^
bor's eye when they've got a log in their own," Bush
replied, paraphrasing from theBible.

Rep. Jan Schakowsky, D-IU., sent a letter to the
president complaining thathe"seemed toequate ho
mosexuality Vidth sin. While you may notapprove of
homosexuiity, as the leader of all Americans, you
haveno rightto makesuchjudgments."

White House spokesman Scott McQellan said Bud»
was nottrying toinsult gays. The president is some
one who doesnot believe incastingstones."


